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INTRODUCTION

The Saint Andrew’s Assembly represents the crucial event in
Serbia. The Prince and the Council were against the convoke of
the parliament, until the persecution of the councellors after
Tenka’s plot in 1856. Brutal fights with conspirators caused the
great discontent. That discontent united all Prince’s opponents.

All parts of the society, except the bigger part of the army and
a few of his followers and cousins, were against Aleksandar
Karalorlevi2. The Defenders of the Constitution, liberals and
MiloS’s followers were especially against the Prince. They all
had different plans about the parliament. There were more
options after dethroning Prince Aleksandar Karalorlevi2. Still,
togetherness of the liberals and MiloS’s followers was decisive.
Their togetherness brought changes to the Serbia’s throne.

The parliament assembled on the 30™ of November in 1858.
MiSa Anastasijevi2, a conservative, was elected president of the
parliament, vice- president was Stev3a Mihailovi2, and
secretaries were liberals Jevrem Gruji2 and Jovan lli2.
According to the first Act on the National Assembly of Serbia
passed on the 28th of October 1858, the parliament was only
deliberative. Still, general discontent brought to bigger
significance of the parliament. It was declared the highest
sovereign power in the country and made a few decisions which
changed the political scene of Serbia. It dethroned Prince
Aleksandar Karalorlevi2 and reestablished Prince MiloS
Obrenovi2 and stopped the twenty year long reign of the
Defenders of the Constitution.



The question of dethroning Aleksandar was brought on the
10th of December on the initiative of conservatives. After going
to the Belgrade fortress to Tukish pasha, the parliament officialy
dethroned him on the 11th of December. On the initiative of the
MiloS’s followers parliament elected Milo§ Obrenovi2, even
though conservatives opposed. Until the return of Prince Milos,
the parliament appointed governors llija GaraSanin, Stev3a
Mihailovi2 and Jevtimije Ugri3i2. Atempts of the army and some
members of the Counsel to bring Aleksandar Karalorlevi2
back, failed thanks to the resistance of inhabitants of Belgrade.
After the Porta confirmed the election of MiloS Obrenovi2, he
appointed Stev3a Mihailovi2 to be his representative. The
parliament brought the same decision.

Many demands and prepositions of ministers and individuals
were presented on the Saint Andrew’s Assembly. There were
prepositions which referred to everyday problems, but also
prepositions which had great political sugnificance.

The organization of relations in the country by liberals’
prepositions didn’t succeed in its totality. That especially referred
to the first Act on the National Assembly of Serbia. The initiative
on passing the law started right at the beginning of the
parliament’s work. That didn’t succeed in full and parliament was
still only deliberative. Yet, it became permanent authority.
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CONCLUSION

The great discontent with Prince Aleksandar
Karalorlevi2's reign stressed the need for the parliament.
Representatives of the Counsel and ministers intended to use
general discontent of the people and dethrone the Prince and to
arrange political relations later. With energetic action of liberals
and Milos's followers in parliament, political changes headed in
different direction. With help of the armed inhabitants of
Belgrade, all important parliament’s decisions were defended.

Among the most significant people in these events were
certainly Stevan Stev3a Mihailovi2 and Andrija Stamenkovi2.
They participated in all agreements before and during the
sessions of the parliament. In crucial moments, when armed
fight with the army was expected, they influenced on creating
decisiveness with their behaviour. We can say that their
activities were crucial in preventing the fights.

People’s will became prominent in the parliament,
encouraged with many difficulties. Prepositions of ministers and
inhabitants of Jagodina and @uprija’s County were mostly
similar to the prepositions of ministers and inhabitants of other
counties. There were examples of misunderstanding of the
necessary changes in the society in those complaints, but there
were also prepositions which had a goal to modernize the whole
society. The fight for more fair taxation, against corruptness of
clerical staff, against usury, the work and behaviour of the
clergy, for full observation of the law, for freedom of the press,
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for greater parliament’s significance, against slowness of the
courts, were most significant areas which many proposals
referred to.

Many of those things were not accomplished, because
some ideas were systematically restricted, but parliament was
legalized and became more and more significant.
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